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Easy Reference Chart 
Teaching from Exposition to Inquiry: 

Using a Variety of Strategies 
 
 

    Exposition                   Discussion           Demonstration           Guided Discovery             Open Inquiry 
 

    
 

1. Exposition 2. Discussion 
 

3. Demonstration 
 

4. Guided 
Discovery 

 

5. Open Inquiry 
 

• Lecture 
• Illustrated 

lecture 
• Lecture with 

discussion 
• Guest speaker 
• Panel discussion 
• Debate 
• Point-Counter 

point 
• Storytelling 
• Dramatization 
• Reading aloud 
• Teleconference 
• Poster/chart 
• Exhibits  
• Guided field trip 

(content) 
• Guided imagery 
• Simulated field 

trip 
• Drill and 

practice 
• Games (content) 
• Recitation 
• Textbooks 
• Manuals 
• Handouts 
• Brochures 
• Fact sheets 
• Fiction 
• Non-fiction 
• Computer-

assisted 
instruction 

• Distance 
learning 

 

• Small group 
(facilitated or 
non-facilitated) 

• Large group 
(facilitated or 
non-facilitated) 

• Fish bowl 
• Buzz groups 
• Couple buzzers 

(also in triads)  
• Think-pair-

share 
• Case discussion 
• Interviews 
• Circle response 
• Group drawing 

or writing 
• Friends meeting 
• Talking stick 
• Dear Abby and 

Andy 
• Brainstorming 
• Electronic (chat 

rooms, list serv) 
• Video or 

teleconferencing 
• Interviews of 

guests or 
resource people 

• Models 
• Skills 
• Procedures 
• Scientific 

processes 
• Experiments 
• Modeling 
• Guided field trip 

(process) 

• Sensory 
awareness and 
observation 
experience 

• Directed activity 
• Directed lab 

(experiment) 
• Field 

experiences 
• Field trip (focus 

on process)  
• Games 
• Simulations 
• Role playing 
• Directed drama 
• Debating  
• Participatory 

dramatization 
• Brainstorming  
• Concept 

mapping 
• Webbing 
• Individual 

project 
• Individual and 

group projects 
• Peer teaching 
• Multi-age 

teaching 
• Drill and 

practice 

• Learner-
centered 
investigation 

• Surveys or 
questionnaires 

• Interviews 
• Case studies 
• Issues analysis 

and 
investigations 

• Community 
studies 

• Problem solving 
• Decision 

making 
• Action projects 
• Service learning 
• Individual and 

group projects 
 

 


